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CELEBRATING TEENS IN BRIDGEPORT 

Bridgeport, May 17, 2006:  Over 150 kids from the Greater Bridgeport Area participated in the first-
ever City Kidz Got Skillz event held on May 13, 2006 at the McGivney Community Center.  The 
family event was sponsored by The Greater Bridgeport Adolescent Pregnancy Program (GBAPP) to 
raise funds for Bridgeport youth services and the Mi Casa home for homeless pregnant and parenting 
teenage girls.  GBAPP has been a cornerstone in Bridgeport for providing community-based education 
and youth development programs and celebrated its 25th Anniversary last year.  

The motivation for organizing City Kidz Got Skillz was to shine the spotlight on teenagers’ talents and 
create a fun day for the whole family.  Teens had the opportunity to win cash prizes in contests for Art 
Design, Basketball Hot Shot, and Talent Show.  Kids of all ages played games, made a gift for Mom in 
honor of Mothers Day, and won raffle items.  Entertainment for the adults not only included watching 
their kids have famous-making moments, but also learn of health and social services through the 
Health Fair.  Event attendees, corporate sponsors, celebrity judges and volunteers of all ages made the 
day a success!  All agreed City Kidz Got Skillz is worthy of an annual event.  Contest winners and 
photos will be available online at WWW.GBAPP.ORG.  
 
About The Greater Bridgeport Adolescent Pregnancy Program, Inc (GBAPP): 
The largest city in Connecticut, Bridgeport has 143,937 residents and approximately 32% (46,898) are 
between the ages 5 and 25.  Of these, 42% are white, 39% are black and 40% are identified Hispanic. 
Despite significant progress during the past decade, 35 percent of teen girls become pregnant at least 
once before age 20 and the vast majority (78 percent) of teen pregnancies are unintended. As a 
community-base organization dedicated to the reduction of teen pregnancy and HIV/AIDS in the 
Greater Bridgeport community, GBAPP has sustained community services for over 25 years in 
Bridgeport, CT.  Serving over 5000 youth and families annually, direct services GBAPP provides for 
youth include after-school and community health education, homework assistance, life skills training, 
mentorship, supportive housing, prevention case management, peer-to-peer outreach, HIV testing, 
counseling and support groups. Over the last two decades, GBAPP has played a major role in 
coordinating community-based program planning, facilitation, and provision of services.  In 
partnership with the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy (www.teenpregnancy.org), 
GBAPP recognizes May as National Awareness Month to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.   
 
In addition to GBAPP’s prevention services, a collaborative effort with legislators and community 
leaders formed the MI CASA program in 2000.  The only provider of mom-baby care in New Haven 
and Fairfield Counties, MI CASA offers a supportive setting in which young homeless moms ages 13-
17 years and their infants can have a safe, clean and stable housing while being linked to 
comprehensive medical and social services in the Bridgeport community. The MI CASA program aims 
to help prepare teen mothers for parenthood and independent living.  Funds raised at City Kidz Got 
Skillz event will help support teen moms and their infants at our MI CASA maternity home.  For more 
information on GBAPP or City Kidz Got Skillz, contact Sara Nichols at (203) 368-0780. 
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